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NORTH WEST FEDERATION OF CROQUET CLUBS 
Minutes of Spring Meeting Held on Saturday 10th March 2007 

at Culcheth Sports and Social Club 
By kind invitation of Culcheth Sports and Social Club 

 
Committee: 

Chairman: Barry Keen 20 Grove Park, Knutsford, Cheshire, WA16 8QA 
01565 632 420 barry.keen1@ntlworld.com

Secretary: Ian Lines 8 Oakwood Lane, Bowdon, Altrincham, Cheshire, WA14 3DL 
0161 929 5443 Ian.Lines@atkinsglobal.com

Treasurer: Geoff Young 12 Millom Drive, Unsworth, Bury, Lancs., BL9 8NJ 
0161 766 6048 gandb.young@btopenworld.com

Development Officer Keith Roberts 17 Beechwood Drive, Formby, L37 2DG 
01704 875529 keithandshelda@aol.com

League Manager John Wilkinson 33 Ardern Lea, Alvanley, Warrington, Cheshire, WA6 9EQ 
01928 724 367 valjohnwilkinson@btinternet.com

Coaching Officer: John Haslam 77 Sandown Court, Albert Road, Southport, PR9 0HF 
01704 547875 bjh77@hotmail.co.uk

CA Representative: Barry Keen 20 Grove Park, Knutsford, Cheshire, WA16 8QA 
01565 632 420 barry.keen1@ntlworld.com

NW Club Champ. Keith Roberts 17, Beechwood Drive, Formby, L37 2DG 
01704 875529 keithandshelda@aol.com

Pennine Cup Captain Paul Rigge 4 Lyndale Close, Crawshawbooth, Rossendale, BB4 8LT 
01706 212 280 paul.rigge@tiscali.co.uk

Child Protection Officer. Barry Keen 20 Grove Park, Knutsford, Cheshire, WA16 8QA 
01565 632 420 barry.keen1@ntlworld.com

 
Present: 
Barry Keen, Ian Lines, John Saxby, John Wilkinson (Bowdon) 
Margaret Anderton, David Barrett, Jean Hargreaves, Barbara Young, Geoff Young (Bury) 
Janet Davies (Chester) 
Dave Nick (Crake Valley) 
Alison Charters, Eric Charters, Janette Mackenzie, Margaret Williams (Culcheth) 
Liz Wilson, Peter Wilson (Fylde) 
James Hawkins (Liverpool) 
Helen Pattenden, Jack Pattenden (Llanfairfechan) 
Kathryn Schofield (Pendle and Craven) 
Bob Burnett, Melanie Foster, Terry Foster, John Haslam (Southport and Birkdale) 
 

1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies had been received from: 

David Guyton (Chester) 
Keith Roberts (Southport and Birkdale) 
Roger Schofield (Pendle and Craven) 
Elsie Hare, Christine Slater (Penrith and North Lakes U3A) 

 
2. Confirmation of Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the AGM on 4th November 2006 were approved nem con. 
 

3. Matters Arising from Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
Llanfairfechan’s grant for £5,000 from the CA to help with the new club house has gone through subject to the project 
going ahead. 
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4. Reports from Officers 

A Chairman - Barry Keen 
Congratulations to Crake Valley on winning the CA Apps Heley Award. 

B. Secretary - Ian Lines 
The Croquet in the North leaflets have been produced and distributed to: 

• Yorkshire Regional Federation 
• Croquet North Regional Federation 
• All those NW clubs attending the NW Fed Spring Meeting. 

If any other NW clubs would like copies then please contact Ian Lines.  Please also notify Ian Lines in writing of any 
errors/omissions relevant for next year. 

C. Treasurer - Geoff Young 
Affiliation Fees have been received from the 14 clubs in the NW Federation. 

The £500 grant from the CA for last year has been received. 

D. Development Officer - Keith Roberts 
Barry Keen drew attention to a CA course on Lawn Maintenance at Bingley on Wednesday 31st October 2007 being run 
by the Sports Turf Research Institute (STRI).  The aim is for each Federation to send at least one representative.  Peter 
Taylor is going on behalf of the NW Federation as he is the NW representative on the CA Lawn Advisory Group.  
16 further places are available at a cost of £10.  Clubs should nominate other individuals (who must be CA members) 
whom they wish to attend to Keith Roberts as soon as possible, who will then liaise with Barry Keen (the course 
organiser) at the end of June as to who should attend.  If the October course is oversubscribed then the CA will consider 
organising a further course in 2008.  It was noted that STRI can visit clubs for £250, of which the CA will contribute 
£100. 

Keith Roberts reported the following development activity at clubs: 

Bowdon 
Still has a CA grant for £2500 for new storage which has not yet been taken up (See Minute 7 below) 

Bury 
Was unsuccessful in its bid for the Townsend Trophy for the most improved two lawn club 2005-2006 

Chester 
Reviewed their plans for a new clubhouse and are proposing a cheaper alternative which involve applying for a grant of 
£700 from the CA and £100 from the Federation 

Crake Valley 
Jointly won the Apps-Heley award for the most improved 3/4 lawn club in 2005-2006.  They are considering the 
development of a fourth lawn which the FDO feels sure will be supported by the CA. 

Fylde 
Will continue to develop their excellent new site.  The FDO is sure that any relevant applications will have the support of 
both the CA and the NWF. 

Llanfairfechan 
A grant of £5000 has been awarded by the CA to new club house project subject to the project receiving full funding. 

Southport 
Members have approved a significant increase in fees in order to provide the basis for investment in substantial lawn 
renovations and renewals. 

 

E. League Manager - John Wilkinson 
All league fixtures are in place. 

Golf captains are reminded to take careful note of league rules and arrangements. 

F. Coaching Officer - John Haslam / James Hawkins 
John Haslam is organising a list of qualified coaches. 

James Hawkins reported that course for coaches at Bowdon on 10-11th March 2007 was not happening, partly due to him 
being somewhat poorly. 

James Hawkins has had a rethink on how these courses should be run in future.  In view of the difficulty of organising 
such courses, he believes that it will be better to break the course up, and deal with smaller groups, with James travelling 
to clubs where several individuals require coaching.  Anybody wishing such coaching should contact James direct. 

The laws/referees course at Bowdon on 17-18 March 2007 is full. 
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G. C.A. Representative - Barry Keen 
The CA is giving £10 to clubs for every new CA individual member that they get to join. 

The CA has been reviewing its organisation, and in view of the fact that ⅓ to ¼ of club members play only golf, all CA 
committees will now be joint, with the exception of the Association and Golf Tournament Committees.  The CA is also 
looking at ways in which it can do more to support ‘social’ players. 

The structure of the CA website is being reviewed in terms of whether it should be more focussed on marketing and 
recruiting new members, or whether it should be aimed mainly at existing CA members as at present. 

Congratulations to Crake on winning the Apps Heley award, and a cheque for £100. 

The CA have had more than 700 returns to their recent survey, and results will be published next month.  John Saxby 
expressed a concern that the CA had asked for details of club members who were not individual members of the CA, and 
Barry Keen promised to investigate. 

The CA have decided that if the entry doesn’t improve for the Women’s Championship in 2008, then it will be dropped. 

A famous old CA trophy, the Beddows Cup, has been found and will be awarded to the winners of the Inter-Club. 

The standard CA Lawn hire fee will increase from £20 to £22 in 2008. 

GB won the MacRobertson Shield convincingly in Australia.  In 2010 it will be held in GB, with the final at Cheltenham 
and 4 other venues likely to be used (Bowdon, Heaton Park and Southport are possibilities). 

The high speed filming day at Bowdon was very successful and interesting, and the results have been analysed and are 
being considered by the CA Council.  We await guidance from the CA on whether straight, close (<5mm) ‘scatter shots’ 
should be considered faults, even if they are not technically double taps.  The filming also showed that apparently clean 
hammer shots can technically be double taps, and that close angled hoops hit hard are often not faults (though this will 
depend on conditions).  It is likely that a DVD will be available shortly.  No immediate changes to the laws are proposed, 
but a new version (6.1), to incorporate the current commentary and other minor changes, will be produced for the start of 
the 2008 season.  The golf laws are also being reissued for the start of the next Antipodean season. 

Liz Wilson and the meeting thanked Barry Keen for keeping the Federation informed of all the CA developments. 

H. Championship Manager - Keith Roberts 
Liz Wilson will send out entry forms to clubs as per usual. 

Clubs are encouraged to organise early and enter this very enjoyable event. 

I. Pennine Cup Captain - Paul Rigge 
The North West are hosts this year, and the event will be held at Pendle & Craven.  There is some confusion over the date 
– the NW and Pendle web sites indicate 22 or 23 September – Kathryn Schofield will investigate and inform Ian Lines as 
soon as possible. 

J. Child Protection Officer - Barry Keen 
Child Protection status now has to be arranged locally, and can’t be done through the CA.  Barry Keen and the CA are 
still available to provide advice. 

5. Millennium Competitions 
The Advanced at Heaton Park on 31 March -1 April 2007 is full (9 in A and 8 in B). 

For the Handicap at Chester on 19-20 May 2007, Janet Davies has sent out forms to club secretaries, which are due to be 
returned by 30 March.  Clubs should nominate 4 people, of whom 2 are guaranteed entry. 

6. Inventory of NW Federation Equipment 
The current inventory is as follows: 

Penrith 1 set of Townsend Hoops 
Penrith 1 set used Barlows bought from JB,  
Penrith 4 mallets and 1 centre peg bought from JB 
Fylde 3 mallets purchased in 2004 (Hogan Mallets - two 36", one 34", all 3 lb weight) 
Llanfairfechan CA indoor carpet (note that CA requires this to be insured) 
 
Bowdon has loaned 5 mallets refurbished by Colin Irwin to Chester (a long term loan). 
Southport has loaned some equipment to Liverpool. 
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7. Club Reports and Announcements 
 
Bowdon - John Saxby 
Planning permission has been received for a new revised equipment hut.  The CA requires Bowdon to reapply for the 
grant. 

There are still spaces left in the June Advanced Weekend, Northern Week and Northern Championships. 

Bury 
Following on from the installation of electricity more work has been carried out with the refurbishment of the club house.  
The floor level in the centre room has been raised to match that of the adjoining rooms, thus reducing the risk of trips and 
falls.  Work is ongoing to eliminate the problem of damp in the clubhouse and general maintenance inside and out has 
also been carried out. 

This work has not stopped members meeting socially during the winter to enjoy a variety of activities – but we haven’t 
got around to playing Canasta yet! 

Members are looking forward to the start of the new, and busy, season. 

Bury is holding 2 Fun Days (for which leaflets have been distributed to clubs): 

• Sunday 29th July – Association Alternate Shot, 10 minute Croquet and Flamingoes 

• Tuesday 14th August – Golf Croquet Fun Games 

There are still spaces available in the Lancashire International Golf Croquet Championship at Heaton Park on 14-15 April 
2007. 

The Solomon Trophy (GB v USA test match) will be held at Heaton Park on 18-21 July.  People are encouraged to 
spectate at this very important international event with some of the worlds top players. 

Chester - Janet Davies 
We are making extremely slow progress with the Council towards a new pavilion. 

There were 1066 attendances in 2006, which is more than any previous year. 

Crake Valley - Dave Nick 
There are only a few places left in the Crake Valley weekend tournaments. 

Culcheth - Margaret Williams 
We have kept the momentum of the club going this winter by playing indoors on the mat.  The weeks that we couldn’t 
use the mat, we played cards and board games. 

Chester came over to play on the mat, then we all had lunch together – a good day was had by all. 

In January we had our annual dinner when several of Bury’s members joined us.  In February, Bury had their annual 
dinner and several of our members joined them.  Both nights were excellent. 

Our lawn isn’t nearly ready – it still looks bad at the top end, although the groundsmen have assured me that it will be 
ready for the 1st of April (I don’t know if they mean 2007 or 2008!). 

I do hope all our members are well rested to start the new season. 

Ellesmere 
No report. 

Fylde - Liz Wilson 
Nothing to report. 

Isle of Man 
No report. 

Liverpool - James Hawkins 
Awaiting result of £3,000 grant application to Liverpool Culture Company. 

Hopes to have people start playing in April.  All systems go! 
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Llanfairfechan 
The club now has a lease of lawns effective from 7th December 2006 lasting for 25 years. 

We are still at the waiting stage with our applications for finance for a new clubhouse.  We have still to hear from the 
Aggregate Levy and Lottery.  We were initially turned down by Welsh Assembly Communities and Facilities, but after 
discussion with them are re-applying.  In order to demonstrate the level of popular support we are circulating a petition 
around the area, and delegates are encouraged to sign at the meeting today.  So far we have £10,500 promised or given 
plus £7,000 from our own resources. 

There were 2600 attendances in 2006. 

The list of officers for the current year following the recent AGM is as follows: 

President: Jean Morrison 
Chairman: Jack Pattenden (01745 582098) 
Vice Chairman: Anwen Lloyd Williams (Lawn Bookings) 
Secretary: Georgina Llewellyn (Publicity) (01248 680861) 
Treasurer: Bill Lewis (Lawnsman) (01248 353483) 
Committee: Marion Williams (C.P.O. and Fundraising) 
 Betsan Lewis (Fundraising) 
 Helen Pattenden (Match Catering Organiser & Fundraising) 
 Malltwen Williams (Hundred Club & Fundraising) 
 Val Kenyon (Fundraising) 
 Carolyn Ratcliff (Competitions organiser) 
Golf Captain: Anwen Lloyd Williams 
Short Croquet Captain: Carolyn Ratcliff 

 
Pendle and Craven 
We look forward to the start of the season.  Work starts this week on Spring lawn treatment.  The lawns went from 
strength to strength last year and we are confident that with maintenance and care this year we shall continue to see great 
improvements.  Those of you who came last Easter will be amazed at the difference when you come again this year.  We 
hope for a good entry to our first tournament of the season at Easter which we have renamed the John Beech Memorial 
Tournament, in honour of John. 

The club has a new web site at http://www.pendlecroquet.org.uk thanks to Abdul, with a link from the NWFCC website 
at http://www.croquetnw.co.uk so if you want to see some really dodgy photos of yesteryear with all the haircuts etc. 
please take a look!  It also has plenty of useful information on it too. 

Penrith and North Lakes U3A - Elsie Hare 
We moved to a new venue last year and now play at Edenhall and Langwathby Sports Club ground where the conditions 
are a great improvement but still not ideal.  We hope to tackle the weeds and slight undulations this year. 

We had an excellent day of coaching from Barry Keen and members really appreciated his coming so far to help us. 

There were 10 fully paid-up members by the end of the season, and we lost one member who has moved to New Zealand.  
Towards the end of the season we recruited 3 more who will be members this year. 

We held an Open Day in July which did provoke interest and resulted in 2 new members, but we hope to attract more this 
year. 

We are very keen to keep playing and improving. 

Southport and Birkdale - John Haslam 
Southport are planning a lot of lawn improvement work over the next 3-5 years, totalling about £18,000, and will be 
looking to the CA for grants.  One key difference is that they will be working with outside contractors.  There is a 
possibility that they may wish to bid to be a venue for the MacRobertson Shield in 2010. 

Westmorland 
No report. 

http://www.pendlecroquet.org.uk/
http://www.croquetnw.co.uk/
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8. Changes to the Constitution 
David Barrett outlined some suggested changes relating to Election of Officers: 

A All Officers are elected for a period of one year. 

B Any Officer may be elected to another office in the following year. An Officer may be re-elected to the 
same office subject to a limit of three years’ tenure. This limit may be waived in emergency with the 
consent of a two-thirds majority. 

David Barrett explained that it was his belief that such an amendment would encourage a more healthy and vibrant 
willingness of members to take on an Officers duties, knowing they are for a maximum term (rather then the possibility 
of a LIFETIME responsibility.) 

David also thought that members from ‘smaller’ Clubs often feel that as they are not representing one of the ‘Big 
Membership Clubs’ they hold back their willingness to take Office.  This might encourage them and everyone else to 
keep a lively interest in the whole Federation. 

There was some discussion and a range of views were expressed. 

Barry Keen noted that the Constitution needed updating in terms of other matters, such as trustees and gender issues.  
Barry Keen volunteered to review the constitution and work with David Barrett, Geoff Young and Ian Lines to develop a 
revised version, for consideration by clubs by June, so that firm proposals can be made before the NW Fed AGM in 
November. 

9. Any Other Business 
Golf Croquet Grass Roots (H’cap 6+) and Centre Stage (H’cap 1 to 5) Competitions 
Clubs have been sent details of these competitions for 2007, and are encouraged to take part. 
 
National Garden Croquet Tournament 
David Turner (davidmturner@blueyonder.co.uk Tel 0191 2841244) would like to hear from clubs willing to host local 
heats.  One change from last year is that club members who joined during 2007 are also eligible to play. 
 
NW Federation Golf Croquet Tournament 
There are currently NW Federation Millennium Advanced and Handicap Tournaments.  Clubs are invited to canvass 
whether there would be interest in a comparable annual Golf Event, and what format would be preferred, prior to the next 
AGM.  Any club wishing to host/organise such a Golf event in 2008 should also contact Ian Lines prior to the AGM, so 
that arrangements can be made at the AGM. 
 

10. Date of Next Meeting 
The next AGM will be held on Saturday 10th November 2007 at 10.00am at the Culcheth Sports and Social Club. 

The next Spring Meeting will be held on Saturday 8th March 2008 at 10.00 am at the Culcheth Sports and Social Club. 

11. Close of Meeting 
The Chairman thanked the Culcheth Sports and Social Club for their hospitality and closed the meeting at 12.15 pm. 
 
Ian Lines 
NW Federation Secretary 
10 March 2007 

mailto:davidmturner@blueyonder.co.uk
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NWFCC LIST OF CLUB SECRETARIES / REPRESENTATIVES / CONTACTS 
Names of Club Secretaries listed first in bold, followed by any other NW Federation representatives/contacts. 

BOWDON Sec: John Saxby 2 Southfield, Richmond Road, Bowdon, WA14 2TY 
0161 928 4692 Saxbyj@aol.com

 NW Fed. Rep. Ian Lines 8 Oakwood Lane, Bowdon, Altrincham, Cheshire, WA14 3DL 
0161 929 5443 Ian.Lines@atkinsglobal.com

BURY Sec: Jean Hargreaves 9 St Paul's Road, Salford, M7 3NY 
0161 792 4694 jwjh@care4free.net

 NW Fed. Rep. David Barrett 61 Heywood Hall Road, Heywood, Lancashire, OL10 4UZ 
01706 368 214 david@barrettd.fsbusiness.co.uk
Paul Rigge paulrigge@croquetnw.co.uk

CHESTER Janet Davies 10 Dee Hills Park, Chester, CH3 5AR 
01244 350 370 No e-mail address 

CRAKE VALLEY Joan Clinch Brow Head, Spark Bridge, Ulverston, Cumbria, LA12 8BT 
01229 861 343 No e-mail address 

 Chairman David Nicholson 6, Bankside, Penny Bridge, nr. Ulverston, Cumbria, LA12 7RH 
01229 861040 dave_nick10@hotmail.com

CULCHETH Sec Bob Connop 12, Burnham Close, Culcheth, Warrington, WA3 4LJ 
01925 765194 bobconnop@onetel.net.uk

 Chairman/NW Fed. Rep. Margaret Williams “Isis”, 167B, Wigan Road, Leigh, WN7 5DF 
01942 516 904 Margaretw38@aol.com

ELLESMERE John Leach 10 Woodlea, Walkden Road, Worsley, Manchester, M28 2BJ 
0161 799 6463 No e-mail address 

 NW Fed. Rep. Eileen Cowsill No address 
No telephone No e-mail address 
Dorothy Oldclough No address 
No telephone Dorothy@oldclough.totalserve.co.uk
Pat Hague Pear Tree Cottage, 40 Roe Green, Worsley, Manchester, M28 2RF 
0161 790 3514  No e-mail address 

FYLDE Liz Wilson 9 West Beach, Lytham, Lancs., FY8 5QJ 
01253 735 266 liz@palnet.co.uk

ISLE OF MAN Kevin Wells 4 Ballasteen Drive, Kirk Andreas, Isle of Man, IM7 4HQ  
01624 880551 Kevin.wells@manx.net

 NW Fed. Rep. Richard Bellwood 7 Auckland Terrace, Ramsey, Isle of Man, IM8 1AF 
01624 813 128 RBellwood@ci.collins-stewart.com 

 Vice Chairman Kevin Garrad c/o French, Jawarra, Lezayre Mount Windsor Mount, Ramsey, Isle of Man, IM8 3HB 
01624 815 340 Kevin.Garrad@tiscali.nl or kevingarrad@compuserve.com

(KESWICK) Tim Pickles The Archway, 17 St John Street, Keswick, CA12 5AE 
01768 774135 tim@timpickles.com

(LANCASTER) Tony Saville 1 Croft Avenue, Slyne-with-Hest, Lancaster, LA2 6JJ 
01524 822 661 tonysaville69@hotmail.com
Hugh McKinney 17 Heysham Ave., Morecambe & Heysham, Lancs., LA3 2DH 
01524 852 293 No e-mail address 

LIVERPOOL James Hawkins 38 Ballantrae Road, Allerton, Liverpool, L18 6JQ 
0151 724 2140 jdh@rlpc.freeserve.co.uk

LLANFAIRFECHAN Georgina Llewellyn 111 Gorwell, Llanfairfechan, Gwynedd, LL3 0DR 
01248 680 861 gmllewellyn@icnorthwales.co.uk
Anwen Lloyd Williams No address 
01248 680 738 anwenlloyd.williams@lineone.net

PENDLE & CRAVEN Abdul Ahmad 35 Church Street, Barrowford, Nelson, Lancashire, BB9 6EB 
01282 601770 pendleandcravencc@yahoo.co.uk
Roger Schofield 46 Willow Bank, Manchester Rd, Barnoldswick, Colne, Lancs., BB18 5AR 
01282 814571 rog.kath@virgin.net

 Chairman Geoff Whittaker 43, Alma Avenue, Foulridge, Colne 
01282 865565 No e-mail address 

PENRITH & N. LAKES U3A Mrs E. M. Hare Castle Park, Boroughgate, Appleby-in-Westmorland, CA16 6XH 
017683 51473 elsie@elsiehare.free-online.co.uk

 Chairman/Treasurer Mrs C. Slater The Beeches, Brougham, Penrith, Cumbria, CA10 2DF 
01768 8675811 No e-mail address 

SOUTHPORT Keith Roberts 17 Beechwood Drive, Formby, L37 2DG 
01704 875529 keithandshelda@aol.com

 NW Fed. Rep Tony Thomas 20 Talbot Street, Southport, Merseyside, PR8 1HP 
01704 538 885 tonythomas@croquetnw.co.uk
Anne Belcher 12 Merepark Drive, Southport, Merseyside, PR9 9FB 
01704 214 261 anne.belcher1@btinternet.com

 Pres. Alan Pidcock The Manor House, 1 Barn Croft, Penwortham, Preston, PR1 0SX 
01772 743859 pidcock@manorh.u-net.com

WESTMORLAND Austin Brown Gynn Cottage, New Hutton, Kendal, Cumbria, LA8 0AR 
01539 720 009 secretary@westmorlandcroquet.co.uk (fails) 
Graham Whitehouse grahamwhitehouse@croquetnw.co.uk

Web Site Tony Thomas 20 Talbot Street, Southport, Merseyside, PR8 1HP 
01704 538 885 tonythomas@croquetnw.co.uk
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