The President’s Mug

An Experimental Form of Handicap Competition.

Rules for 2010 – year 2.

Purpose
The President wishes to encourage handicap play between stronger players and the weaker players who are Full Playing Members and are aiming to improve. These ‘Improvers’ (IMPs) would value experience in playing better players, and would welcome a reduction in handicap more rapidly than is possible in the normal course of competition play.  The present obstacle to this natural learning process for the improving weaker player is that the Stronger Players (SPs) are often reluctant to meet them in competitions or ladder games because of the threat to their handicap rating, which could affect their admission to classes of play in Tournaments.  The specific learning purpose is to give IMPs some experience in managing play, without any bisques remaining, in the endings against better players 

For this competition: it is hoped that all the Club’s SPs will volunteer to take part by indicating beside their name on the list on the Competition Board.  IMPs who want a game should write their name on the ‘Card’, pin it to the board, and challenge any SP whom they wish to play.

Background 


“Stronger Players”  (SPs)  comprise those with handicaps of 6 or better.    

“Improvers”  (IMPs)  are those with handicaps 7 or more, at least 3 steps weaker than the SP they choose to challenge.   

The SPs do not qualify for the Trophy, but are expected to watch the play and, after the game, to advise the IMPs of any areas for tactical improvement which may benefit them in future play.

Normally the IMPs will issue the challenge to gain some tactical experience and seek a challenging game which could influence the Handicap Committee in altering their handicap. 

Consultative Changes.   The Rules have been amended for 2010. 

1.  If a SP observes the IMP about to play a wrong ball or approach a wrong hoop, the SP must forestall the play to prevent the error.

2. Bisques may not be taken in the last 30mins of any game. 
Any bisques sacrificed by this rule will improve the points awarded on the result, just as if they had been given up at the start of the game.

Special Rules for the Competition

These games are not played under CA law 37(b)1  for handicap play and are NOT to be entered on your CA cards.   

Games are played under the Laws for handicap play, except as above and for 37(b)1, the number of bisques given by the SP, which will always be at least 3* bisques  less than the usual difference between the players.    

Note:* Bisque are 1 handicap step at  hcp 7, and 2 bisques at 12-24. 

The bisques given may be reduced further at the request of the weaker player or by mutual agreement between both parties. Players will record results on the special Competition Cards provided.   Please pin these cards, on view, on the board in the Club.
If you have problems with the points scored for a result, just record the result and details of handicaps used and report it to the Manager. 

IMPs may not win more than once against the same opponent. 

Administration.

The Competition will be decided on the basis of the points awarded to the players in each game played, the winner being the “Improver” with the most points, who has won at least 2 games, and who has played a minimum of 5 games (to be confirmed on 1st Sep).
All players will start the season with 100 points.    Games shall last no more than 2½ hours, except if both parties agree at the outset. 

Points are awarded and deducted in accordance with the scale on CA Handicap Cards 2010 for level play between unequal players.  

(eg. an IMP off 10 playing a 5 but taking only 1 bisque is playing 4 steps above normal and gains 14 points or loses 6, depending on the result.  Similarly, 5 steps would gain 15 or lose 5, and so on…)


Games not pegged out do not count for the competition except that an IMP can claim a “draw” if ahead at the end of time.  

 ‘Draws’count as games and score 5 points for the IMP.  They decide the winner after a tie on wins.    

The results, true and reduced handicaps, and points calculated, will be recorded by the winner on the IMP’s personal card posted in the Club for checking and to denote the progress of the Competition.    

If players tie on points, the trophy will go to the winner of most points from games won, then to the number of games won, then the higher number of ‘draws’ and then the higher number of games played.

MGB will act as Manager.  In view of the evolving nature of the competition, he will welcome the comments of players at all times, to try to improve the utility and effectiveness of the competition. 

Footnote

This competition will provide opportunities for handicap play to Members who are no longer taking part in other Club events as the season matures in the Summer, when there are often more hours for play than there are games to fill them.    It is hoped that all members will find it possible to play games against opponents who do not usually feature in their personal “fixture list” and thereby increase the sense of community among all player sin the club.
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Players whose handicaps range from 14 - 24 are welcome to play with a minimum of 3 bisques reduction to their normal entitlement, but they should note that in that case the competitive points scored would be +11½ for a win or  -8½ for a loss.  

For the curious, this is because one handicap step is two bisques in this range, so three bisques represent only 1½ steps.  Thus four bisques would be 2 steps etc.
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It is good to see games being played with some success after a reduction in the bisques leaves the Improver with some work to do after they are all used!

To ensure that scoring is being kept accurately and to permit the publication of a “Leader Board” for the event, would all players please contact Martin by phone or otherwise and report any results already on their scorecards and then continue to report any future results.  If more cards are needed, please just ask.  


Phone number 0161 928 0530.

Laws Course

1. Yes, Law 27(g) within the limit of claims, not ended under 4(d). Play again from baulk.

2. Yes.  15(a)1.

3. No.  11,37. Bisque is new turn, ball in yd area is in hand  6(2)E, must start on yard line.  

4. Only the players can ask the ref to adjudicate.  The manager is entitled to ask B if he was aware that the game is Handicap.  If the answer is no, then B is entitled to ask for a Referee.   So I would advise the Manager to tell B the true state of affairs.  If he does so, make yourself available and advise that Law 31 (a)3 applies. Tell B the true state of affairs.  If he asks are there any legal remedies, offer rectification to B if he would have taken a diff line at  4 back with the new info.  If he would not have taken a new line, the game continues as it is, but with B knowing the correct type of game in progress.   Leave any question of restarting the game for appeal to the ROT on a question of Law.

5. Rectification: to any point on either baulk at Bab’s option.  36e4  no lawful stroke 

played, Black can position Blue’s ball – but not strike it!

6. No.  43c.   limited to 4 peels on partner ball.

7. Who is resp for posn. Of striker’s ball.  Is it the first stroke of the turn.  Is it the same mallet as last used

8. No  The interference occurred after the striker had quit stance  5f.

9. Answers (a)  
No 15c

(b) No 28d1C.

10.  (a)
Rectification  28b2  Adversary’s option.    (b) Striker may wait until adversary has decided on his option.  
(c)  No change (now).
(d)   Rectify at adversary’s option as they lie or replaced exactly as positioned for play.  
(e)  Rectified, turn ends, balls replaced in any lawful posn to take croquet.  22d1.  (f)  Red is placed on any vacant point on either baulk, yellow returns to original spot
.

11. No 14c

12. (a)  Within limit of claims  25b.  Rectified,  balls placed for croquet in corner2.  Two bisques restored.   (b)  Outside limit of claims.  Hoop 3 Point correctly scored for Red stands, yellow clip on 2,  bisques not restored

13. (a)  No  37d1,  25a2

(b)  Yes – wrong info about laws.  R5b

14. 1.   risk of dbl tap.  2.  Risk of mallet contact with another ball.  3.   possibility of a legal roquet being made.

15. No – yell not Rover ball, opp not pegged out.  38

16. No 15d1c

17. PWNE 25 and attempting to take croquet off a dead ball.  Rectify R & Y replaced where they lay after Rhit Y and before R a was placed for croquet

18. (a)  Yes
(b)  No  T2.

19. No  T2b.

20. Yes  R5c

21. Yes  5f  &  28a13

22. Yes  28a7B  ( note 28d notA)

23. Yes 28a11
Yes  13b1B

24. Yes, Yes  Both 14d4

6

25. No  37a

26. (a)
Cannot award a fault.  R4
(b)  First explore why this is so, explain in what 

circs this might be justified, ask do they seem to apply (not on the evidence so far).  If the request persists, refer to the ROT.

27. (a)  i.  Forestall play  ii  explain why to striker. ii  refer to a Ref if players disagree.

(b)  i  to act as Refs on appeal  ii   if appealed to, consult other spectator Refs if necessary.  Otherwise   none.

28.
4c
Game has ended.  Too late for any action

29.
(a)  Yes  13b1B
((b)
No, only on request from either player.  R2e

30.
(a)
3b3  and 53a
(b)
Check and adjust if necessary, no replay.
(c)  Yes, but on law only.
(d)
Before next stroke  R1.

31.
(a)
No  36e1
(b)
Forestall play – wrong ball..

32. Rectify, replay.  23e  32

33. (a)
Rectify to the point at which the error occurred  ie when A played black in error, which IS within limit because no correct ball has been played subsequently.
26a1.

(b) Witnesses?  Otherwise probe the background to jog memories of both players re previous turn.  Posn of balls at start of player B turn.  No luck?  Then restart.

34. Yes, if misled by misplaced clip of adversary.  Can replay with different strategy.  31a1

35. (a)
Yes
(b)
First forestall play, then after informing the striker,
 Yes.  48a1

36. (a)
End of turn, balls remain as they lie after the cannon, “rush”.   (b). Roquet made.

37. (a)
Yes  27a1
(b)
Yes 27a1, but note 27b1 also may apply in the circs.  

38. No
17b3


39. Play black from baulk or contact with another ball.  36b and 36d.

40. A very odd case.  After ‘running’ 1 Blue is playing when not entitled but at the end of the turn the blue clip is not misplaced being on the hoop next after the properly run 4th hoop, but it would be in any other circumstances where hoops are run out of order.   Limit of claims is 1st stroke of adversaries next turn.  Clips, and balls remain as played.  Law 25 applies, but the law relating to the cancellation of points scored in error is much more generous to the player, and the 2 bisques used during this play are restored.  39a3. 

(Otherwise there would be space here for an infringement to take place which would have to be dealt with under Law 55.  Because if Ray deliberately failed to notice the error before the limit of claims for Law 25, and the bisques were not thereby restored, he would be gaining unfair advantage by keeping quiet.)

41. Law 27d.   Purporting to take croquet from a live ball, within limit of claims, rectified by replay with right ball.
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Starting 26 July for players with handicaps between 7  -  24 .

To enter:

1. Write your name and handicap in the space below.

2. Take one of the little cards.

3. Start arranging your games with players on the SP list.

4. If you have any questions, speak to Martin on 928 0530.

Entries:

1 8

2
9


3
10

4
11

5
12

6
13

7
14

Starting Sunday 26 July 2009

Starting Sunday 26 July 2009

